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it must be read in the light of those technical rules of con-
struction recognized by the governing legal system. The follow-
ing description which Jarman gives of the view of English law
on the matter is apposite:
'Though the intention of testators, when ascertained, is implicitly
obeyed, however informal the language in which it may have been
conveyed; yet the courts, in construing that language, resort to certain
established rules, by which particular words and expressions, standing
unexplained, have obtained a definite meaning; which meaning, it must
be confessed, does not always quadrate with their popular acceptation.
This results from the intendment of law, which presumes every person
to be acquainted with its rules of interpretation, and consequently to
use expressions in their legal sense, i.e. in the sense which has been
affixed by adj udication to the same expressions occurring under analo-
gous circumstances.'1
It will be seen, therefore, that in choosing a law to govern Legal
construction the desideratum is to discover that system with ?yjte?,
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which the testator'was most intimately acquainted, and which by testator
it is just to presume that he had in mind when drafting his should
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testamentary dispositions. As was said in one case: The Eng- station
lish court must find the true meaning of the [testamentary]
appointor from the words he has used in the frame in which
he has used them.'2 Certain expressions, such as 'next of kin',
bear different meanings in different countries, and it is ob-
vious that the intention of a testator may be defeated unless
the legal system with reference to which he wrote his will is
correctly ascertained.
The law with which the ordinary person is most familiar is prima facie
the law of his existing domicil, and, despite the fact that certain ^ta°tf r,g
authorities choose the last domicil as the controlling factor,3 existing
it is more consonant with the desire of the court to implementdomicil
the intention of the testator to say that the law of the domicil at construe-
the time when his will is made governs its construction) unlesstion
there is evidence indicating that his mind was directed to some
other legal system. 'If, said Lord Dunning, 'a question arises
as to the interpretation of the will .and it should appear that the
testator has changed his domicil between making his will and
his death, his will may fall to be construed according to the law
of his domicil at the time he made it: though in all other
1	Jarman on Wills (ist ed.), ii. 737.
2	In re McMorran, [1958] Ch. 624, 634, per Harman J.
3	In re Cunnington, [1924] i Ch. 68; Trotter' v. Trotter (1828), 4 Bli. (N,S.)
502; Tatesv. Thompson (1835), 3 Cl. & Fin. 544.

